
OPERATIVE WORDS in 
Interpretive Pieces



Agenda
⊹ Identify Operative Words
⊹ Predict a Performance
⊹ Assess a Performance
⊹ Example Annotation



How would you say the 
following Line?

YOU KNOW I LOVE YOU



“ Operative Words are the 
words utilized to express 
meaning, power, intensity, 
subtext, and subtlety that 
have been selected with 
care and intention.



PREDICTING A PERFORMANCE

First- Listen to the backstory.  Imagine what it 
would be like to be this woman.

Second- Identify how intense she would be in this 
moment based on her given circumstances.

Third- Underline the words you believe this 
character should hit in order to convey meaning.



How do we think she will 
say it?

I gave eighteen years of my life to 
stand in the same spot as you.

Don’t you think I ever wanted 
other things?



NOW LISTEN AND HIGHLIGHT 
WoRDS/PHrases The actress hits



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qt5LLLU_qew


HOW CLOSE WERE YOU?
ANY SURPRISES?



NEXT YOU CREATE YOUR ANNOTATION:
_(1 Line)__  Hit

_(2 Lines)_ Hit/More

_________ VOLUME

_(3 Lines)__ Really

_________ Let

_________ GO!

Box around words 
that express 
meaning/connection

Pink Highlight-

Slow down and 
connect

  / SMALL PAUSE

// FULL BREATH

/// MAJOR 

THOUGHT SHIFT




